rather high price. Spelling and printing errors are few. The word 'regime' appears frequently instead of 'regimen' and one chest radiograph has been printed the wrong way round. The editor has done well to avoid conflicts in style and opinion. One chapter contributed from outside the UK would have benefited from further editing. The book is in general well written and readable considering the amount of information it contains.
The subjects covered range from historical and epidemiological aspects through hormonal syndromes, diagnosis and treatment, including the control of postoperative pain and photoradiation. Michael Bates has contributed a chapter on his personal experience of operative treatment. The chapter on computed tomography is particularly well written. The views expressed and advice given are generally well balanced.
The technique of percutaneous needle biopsy is discussed in detail. However, some would be more critical on the indications for this procedure, especially in the case of those with emphysema or after a pneumonectomy. One omission that could be rectified in a second edition is a chapter on terminal care.
The aims of the editor have been achieved and this book will be of value to both physicians and surgeons. The fourth volume in the series 'Progress in Obstetrics and Gynaecology' is excellent reading. This is the biggest volume so far and is extremely good value.
The successful formula involves, first, the choice of interesting and relevant growing points; the chapters are written by experts on the subject. Particularly commendable is the involvement of registrars and lecturers, to whom the book is partly directed. The 25 essays stand by themselves, but it is implicit that anyone reading this book has a basic working knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology. The first chapter describes the relationship between the gynaecologist and the patient, and the next describes the interaction between the gynaecologist, patient and the lawyera logical step but not inevitable, if we follow the sound advice here. The book then covers 12 obstetrical and 11 gynaecological topics. Malcolm Pearce and Stuart Campbell write well on ultrasound. Professor Beischer and colleagues review intrauterine growth retardation and it is disappointing to note that there is little apparent progress in placental testing. Roger Pepperell dis-cusses infertility expertly but too succinctly. I would have liked at least.double the chapter size with more detailed discussion, especially when comparing the size of companion chapters on nonspecific aspects of reproductive failure. Adam Magos and the editor contribute a good chapter on the premenstrual syndrome.
This book should be on all our shelves. It is easy to read and is essential for MRCOG candidates and for those consultants about to take PROLOG. This book comprises the edited proceedings of an international symposium on senile dementia held in Lausanne, Switzerland in May 1983. It includes 42 chapters prepared by 73 authors (31 Swiss) from many different disciplines. Most of the contributions highlight our present lack of precise knowledge about many aspects of senile dementia of Alzheimer's type (SDAT). Some chapters are informative and well written and there are 44 illustrations. References are generally up-to-date at the time of the symposium. The editors appear, how-
